
are available to the county residents . Within a 50 mile 

radius of the county a l arge number of co ll eges , universities 

and business and trade schools are eas ily access ibl e . Mo n ey 

may be one reason for a low ratio o f Way n e Co unty high sc hool 

graduates co ntinuing their e du catio n, bu t more mo ney is now 

being made availab l e to those who rea lly need it . 

School losses, defined as the diff ere nc e be tween the 

number of students enrolled in the 5th gra d e a nd the number 

th a t graduated seven years later , has been a majo r problem 

in Wayne County and North Carolina fo r many yea rs . In 1960 , 

according to the North Carolina Em pl oyme nt Sec urity Co mmis­

sion, school losses were 614 while the tota l numb er of high 

school graduates was 852 . Through 1966 the number of sc hool 

los ses has been about the sa me , wi th a ~w o f 562 in 1 962 a nd 

a high of 674 in 1966 . At t h e same t ime, t h e number o f high 

school graduates has increased by one -third . Thus , in 

relation to the number of students graduati ng, t he schoo l 

loss es h a v e declined . 

In come 

Personal income of the Wayne Cou nty population is c los e ly 

tied to th e e ducational attainment of its p eople . P eo pl e 

throughout Wayne County and the nation are enjoying eve r i n­

creasing inc omes and as the educational l evel of the p eo ple 

rises, so will personal in co me . Of course, increased 

economic ~ nd em pl oyme nt opportunities have raised perso nal 

incomes substanti~l ly wi thin Wayn e County in the past fifteen 

to twenty years . The overall distribution and general level 

of personal income will serve as a measure of the purchasi n g 

power of the people and will show how Wayn· Co unty shares in 

lhe Ijcnr;ral prosperity of the nation as a whole . 

At no timc in the history o f this nati o n h as th e re b ee n 
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